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Music on the Prairie
Hits a High Note

A diverse range of music festivals

In Jupe, afier the hioom
of Bhooting Stars amd
Golden Alexanders, snow-
white Penstemon Mowers
dominate much af the
landscape of Meadow-
brook Park in Urbana,
Soon, stalks of creamy and
viole: Haptistas emarge,
followead by other wildllowears and
grasses that a cenlury ago covered the
anlire Prairie State.

As summear embraces Meadowbrool:
Fark, tha Big Bleesien Siring Band and

and performances celebrates
surmimer throughout C-1

sy Taryana Safromora

the Gorn Deser! Ramblers emarge
alongside S0 acrea of the park's mslored
prairis to s=renads audiences with the
ald-fashboned enteriainment of blusgrass
somo)s and fddcdls tunes

The ae concert is called StrawberTy
Jam and will be sccompaned By sweal
reats of strawberrias and vanilla foe
crearn and haysiack rides among Lhe
unigue creations al the Wankdell Sculp-
ture Carden on June 14 fiom 4 o B3
g, It 15 just one of the countless local
eventa playing i Champalkgn-Urbana,
remincling eager music Jovers o pack

CihNmpaign r-r-'ln'r-'fj."
this summer
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their blankeats and folbow the sounds of
music—{racliticnal and moderm. world
ancl American—pourtng from avery
corner ol the counng

Allerton Park

Head scutheast io Monticslin, whem Al-
lerton Park: lavishly calabrates suminet.
Its lush gardens. [owering slalees, and
14 miles of hiking trails make the park a
namre oasis or peaceful retaxation, fon,
and live anteriainnen.

Drawing sudiences 1o ibe sprawling
Cale House lawn on the third Saturday
of ezach month from May until Septem-
ber, Allerion’s Music i Nature comeert
series will inreduce listeners o sounds
from ampund the world, From S to 8 pm.,
each concert will showease twa bands
and give lslensts & chance o walch
{his surmmer sun slip low in the skoy, Just
bring your felding chaite and blankeis
and gel comiortable.

Mo in it sixth year, he concert se-
ries ofers an sclectic music collection
that inchides Cajun, African rI1',.lll‘..r'n.a1]d
bues from 10 exclushasly regional acts.
Last yaar some conceria brought mare
than 400 listensss to hear [Evorites (ke
Big Graovwe Zycleco and Bloomaday

Catch the Celbic sourds of Barry Gl
and Celtricity on Juns 21, followed by
the bluegrass iunes of the Praire Dags,
wha will then rouss the audisnoe with
thair style of music until afler sundawn
At evary conert, you'll be abla 1o pur-
chase feeh food such as sandwiches and
salads and even alcohal for the adubs
{expect Killian's bear on Celtic and lrish
muzic nighis and other hemed foads
througghoul the summet).

Taste of Champaign

Fer mare than three decadas, Cham-
paicm has organized (he Tasie of Cham-
paig, aree of the first evenls ol its scopa
Inn the area, said Laura Aulabarry,
marketng and development direcior
at the Champaign Park District. The
wieekend-long festival, which this year
giarts on Friday, June 20, olfers curicuws
tourisis and fun-loving locals a sampling
of arts, enlertainment, music, and, of
course, food. Last year's Taste atracted
audienaces of more than 50,000 cvar
thvee days and Auteberry axpacts an

 ecually lively turnout this year,

'{ think: pecple lave come 1o know il
&% a greal way to gpend a waekenc i
& park” Aulebarry said of he festivities
that have become a siaple st West Side



Park, bringing crowda fom Blooming-
tan, Decatur, Maitoon, and even across
state lnea from Inciamnn

With [ood sslechons angine trom Thai
samples pizza slices, and kslian favorites
fo cood treats like ice-cream, and music
performances varying fust as widely
&oross three performance slages that will
feature from hip-hap o ockabilly and
couniry, the choices are sure to entice
sudisnces ol all fastes and ages.

“We try toomix 1t up to provide 2 litie bit
afeverything, said Autsberry, explaining
thal the Taste will also feature a Family
Stage with aots like clog deneers, an il-
lusionist, a puppeteer, and e local teen
talem acs Cllper Star.

Mever shy 1o confribule to charitabls
canses, Tesie audiences have mades the
event the biggeat undraiser of the yaar
for the Youth Scholarship Fund, which
denates between $30,000 and $25,000 in
acholamahips for local children to partici-
pate in the Park Districts programs,

Krarnert Center for the Performing Arts
e af he neweast kocal venuess for ive
rmuaic ia the Research Park: locatsd just
south of 5, Mary’s Fead In Champaign.
The park, where technology-baged
businessas collabomte with the Univer-
sity of Minoks' ressanch (aoulty, offers 4
plush sxpanss of lavms. Krarmsrt Caner
for the Performing Arts will present its
second year of concerts at the venue in
Izte June and July (all dates and bands
will be announced later this spring on
v laarmer|centern.oem).

Bridgel Lee-Calfas, Krannert's pub-
lic information Qivector, sald that the
concerts are an “example of how the
univarsily and the communtty can coms
together to celebraie the arta Lasd year,
=ach of th=s three coneerts brought more
{han SO0 people 1 ksten 10 & edectic sa-
lection of music ranging from East Indian
iy Engglish ol semgs,

Bust the venue offsys more than simply
innowvative sounds and a one-of-a-kind
Iocale; Lee-Callns said emvirnmenally
coppcious thinbang wae an imporiant ag
pact ofthe concerts. Audences usad bia-
degradable com- and sugarcsne-based
straws, plates, and wensils 1o eal locally
growm food sold at the event.

For a more aul-of-this-warld experi-
ancs, come to the fea Summer Solstics
Cefsbrationon fune 20 a: Kannsrt Cenler,
Bring your Kids 10 go slanmazing in te
amphitheater, explore the mllatsble plan-

itiued an page 13
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